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Purpose of 
Deferral 
Conferences 

• To connect respondent w/their 
outpatient provider

• To advise respondent of the 
proposed treatment plan & 
their right to defer

• Responsibilities under a 
deferral



Statutory 
Requirements 

Required parties: respondent, 
respondent’s attorney, member of 
hospital treatment team, member of 
outpatient treatment team, any other 
person the respondent chooses 

Deferral conference to be scheduled 
by hospital within 72 hours of the 
filing of the petition and certs w/the 
Court



Court Expectations 

Deferral Responsibilities & Rights 

• Must comply with terms of deferral 

• Right to demand hearing 

• Right to discuss medication & treatment 

w/provider

• Right to complain about services 

PCM 235 – Request to Defer Hearing on 

Commitment 

• Deferral form must be signed by all 

parties 

• Must list outpatient provider

• Must have AOT services specified 

• If form is not completed, it will be rejected 

& matter will be scheduled for hearing 



PCM 235 – Request 
to Defer Hearing on 
Commitment 



Court Expectations 
cont…

• SCAO form changes begin October 19, 2023 

• Court will no longer accept older versions of PCM 235 after that date

• Training and an outline has been provided to all parties on their 
roles/responsibilities in deferral conferences 

• Continue to send completed deferral forms directly to 
FGBStaff@wcpc.us



Contact the Behavioral 
Health Unit (BHU)

Kristina M. Morgan

Behavioral Health Unit Liaison Manager 

Email: BHUMgr@wcpc.us

Website: www.wcpc.us/bhu.html or 

www.wcpc.us

mailto:BHUMgr@wcpc.us
http://www.wcpc.us/bhu.html
http://www.wcpc.us/


THANK YOU! 
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